Capitation--an alternative payment system for the treatment of children in the general dental service.
The Health Departments' recent proposals for the new GDP contract include capitation payment for children's dental care. Manchester University's Dental Health Services Research Unit has been running a clinical trial of such a scheme for the last three years on behalf of the Departments and the BDA. The results of this scheme will be of major importance to the decision about any new payment system. This article describes the trial project, and reports some preliminary findings.